Agarose isoelectrofocusing of intact virions.
A convenient and accurate method for determining the isoelectric points of intact virions is described. Tritium-labeled poliovirus 1 (strains Brunhilde and LSc-2) and echovirus 1 (isolates V239, V248, V212, R115 and 4CH-1) were successfully focused into sharp bands at their respective isoelectric points using a thin-layer agarose isoelectric focusing system. In situ detection of labeled virus bands in the agarose was by fluorography. Freezing and thawing of virus samples prior to isoelectric focusing did not alter their respective isoelectric points.